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Secure Federal Approval
The project team documents the preferred alternative in the Final EIS and submits it to the Federal 
Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration—the federal agencies leading the NEPA 
process—for approval. Agencies issue a Record of Decision on the alternative to be built.
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Identify Range of Alternatives to Be Considered
To define the range of alternatives to be studied, the project team will draw on recommendations from the I-5 Trade and 
Transportation Partnership and on new ideas provided by the public and affected agencies.
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Define the Problem and Evaluation Criteria
The project team reviews data and draws on public, tribal, and agency input to precisely define the problem. This public dialogue is part of the National Environmental 
Policy Act [NEPA] “scoping” process for projects with federal funding. The team then develops criteria for evaluating various alternatives; these criteria will be the 
yardstick for measuring alternatives. Criteria will be based on regulatory requirements and community values and concerns. 
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