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PUBLIC TRANSIT

Commuter Rail (TR-11) 
This proposal would use the existing BNSF tracks to carry commuters 
in addition to freight and Amtrak trains. 

Train speeds on the BNSF tracks are very slow  
(12 to15 mph) in the project area, and track congestion 
is predicted to increase in the next 20 years. Transit 
performance would not improve under this option.  

Heavy Rail (TR-12)
Heavy rail operates at moderate speeds in exclusive right-of-ways and 
typically serves 3 to 5 times more people than a light rail system. 
Stations are placed at greater distances than similar light rail systems.  A 
portion of heavy rail systems often are underground (e.g., New York 
subways). 

Heavy rail is an appropriate technology for the world’s 
largest metropolitan cities. Heavy rail could not be 
feasibly integrated with existing transit systems in the 
Bridge Influence Area and would not improve transit 
performance.

Personal Rapid Transit (TR-13)
Small cars would carry 2 to 5 passengers along an elaborate system of 
elevated guideways. 

Personal Rapid Transit systems are conceptual. No 
operating examples exist to judge cost, reliability or 
performance. With small cars and the need for a 
separate, exclusive guideway, this proposal is 
incompatible with existing transit systems and would 
not improve transit performance. Unless a very large 
number of vehicles were used, congestion would not 
decrease in the project area.  

People Mover (TR-14)
Also known as “Automated Guideway Transit,” this system operates on 
elevated tracks most commonly in short loop or shuttle operations of 
less than 5 miles.

People movers must be operated in a completely 
separate right-of-way either above or below ground 
level. As a result, they could not be feasibly integrated 
with existing transit systems and would not improve 
transit performance.






